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O’Connor introduces“culture” and “nature” into the theory of historical 
materialism, which manifests the important position of the two, and connects the 
human society and nature ecologically. The connection makes up ecological and 
historical materialism, and lays the foundation of ecological criticism on capitalism 
from the historical materialism’s point of view and the construction of eco-socialism. 
Moreover, O’Connor discloses the inevitability of double contradiction and crisis in 
capitalist society and repudiates capitalism from the ecological point of view. He 
considers the origin of the global ecological crisis is the capital and capitalist system. 
In his opinion, the system criticism and system reform are the fundamental ways to 
solve the ecological crisis. Therefore, the result of reform is to establish an 
eco-society in which human and nature can develop together in harmony. It will meet 
human demand without impairing the natural environment.  Eco-socialism is totally 
different from the capitalism. Because it aims at the satisfaction of human’s basic 
needs not profit. In the angle of ecology, it is a complete and just society. O’Connor 
bases the future of socialism on the settlement of ecological problems. This proposal 
makes it a significant direct to our thinking and solving of ecological environment 
problems. However, whether the new socialism pattern works remains to be tested in 
theory and practice.  
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